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Cities worldwide are seeing a 
rapid expansion in the 
promotion of artificial 
intelligence (AI) and algorithms 
to assist in governance. While 
AI is often heralded as a 
means of optimizing and 
making more efficient various 
domains of city-citizen 
interactions (such as 
transportation, real-time 
citizen notifications, predicting 
urban change), many of its 
promises and threats have 
been hyperbolized in popular 
media. This panel will bring 
together leading academic 
experts to discuss the 
opportunities, challenges, and 
implications of this transition 
as they apply to cities and 

citizens, with a focus on 
governance and policy in a 
Canadian context. 

What are the emerging AI 
shifts to city planning and 
design? How is AI shaping 
governments and 
governance? What are the 
current factors shaping AI 
policy? How do we hold AI 
accountable, especially when 
we don’t know how AI works? 
What is the impact of public-
private partnerships that 
emerge out of AI and smart 
city adoption? What are the 
social implications of AI, and 
how can we better regulate to 
prevent bias?  
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